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ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS IN 
KARNATAKA 1994 


Citizen’s Response from the Point of View 
of the Poor and the Marginalised 


PREAMBLE 


We, A GROUP OF CITIZENS, gathered on 12th and 13th of 
November, 1994 for a consultation in Ashirwad, Bangalore to — 
take stock of the social, political, economic and cultural issues in 
the country and Karnataka specifically in the context of the 
forthcoming assembly election. Our attempt was to clarify and 
sharpen our position with regard to the various burning problems 
and concerns as individuals and also to enabie to raise the voices 
of those who are neglected, marginalised and drown-trodden 
with whom we express our solidarity. Our commitment is to work 
for a humane and just society which gives equal opportunities to 
all that needs implementation of an appropriate development 
model and economic growth based on the specific socio-eco- 
nomic, political and cultural ethos of our country; here, we are 
talking about an alternative development model which need not 
necessarily be part of a globalization process. 


The myth that the globalization through the world bank and 
IMF is the panacea for the ills of the 3rd world and India in 
particular, could be countered with viable alternatives which are 
. Suitable for our conditions; one needs only a politica! will to do it. 


From the experiences of the past 40 years, we are convinced 
_ that the theory of ‘trickling down’ does not work anymore in a 
society which is extremely stratified and open to discrimination 
of all kinds. What we need is a developmental model which 
emphasizes distributive justice where quality of life is the indica- 
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tor for the same. 


Communalism in the Indian polity is a growing phenomenon 
which brings in its wake death and destruction and sidelines 
priorities impinging on development and also justice for minori- 
ties and the marginalised. Hence, it’s cruciai issue and serious 
concern for every citizen. 


If we scan the contemporary socio-political scenario, it’s ob- 
vious that there’s extreme decline and deterioration of moral and 
ethical values. This is particularly true in the area of politics. The 
Government these days is ridden with corruption, nepotism and 
cishonesty and there has to be a radical change. One of the ways 
to improve the situation is to get a good and responsible govern- 
ment and administration. As it is said that the people get the 
Government that they deserve, and if that is so, the people of 
Karnataka have a golden opportunity to elect a Government of 
their choice. A great responsibility is cast on the voters to exercise 
their votes wisely and with maturity. In this regard it’s necessary 
to emphasise that each and every voter should take the trouble 
of going to the booth and exercise this franchise. Since this 
happens to be a multi cornered contest, there is every likely hood 
of candidates being elected with a small margin of votes. In this 
circumstance, exercise of franchise of all citizens will help a good 
Candidate winning. By a good candidate we mean a candidate 
who upholds the cultural diversity and secular ethos of our nation: 
a candidate who will respect the linguistic and religious identifies: 
a candidate who will stand with the dalits, tribal women, landless 
labourers, small & marginal farmers, rural artisans, children and 
all other weaker and down trodden sections of the society. We 
need a Government which will seriously consider the cost of 
environment, ecological and bio-diversity factors in the imple- 
mentation of development projects. We need a Government 
which respects the international agreements on human rights of 
individuals and communities. We need the Government which 
will uphold democracy, decentralize planning and administration 
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of development projects, social security and social welfare 
schemes. 


We are not claiming that this document is fool proof; hence 
it's open to critical re-appraisal. Our basic intention is to generate 
concerns on the issues which are enumerated, so that it could 
lead to a debate and perhaps could reach a consensus. 


Though the forth coming Assembly election is the context of 
putting together this document, we see it as an instrument for 
long term and continuous process of education and opinior 
building. 


CHAPTER | 


NEW ECONOMIC POLICIES AND 
STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENTS 


Though the immediate concern here is the Assembly elections 
in Karnataka, the New Economic Policies and structural adjust- 
ments imposed by the Central Government has its impact on the 
whole country and Karnataka in particular. 


Elect Parties and candidates who take the following positions: 


1. As a result of the liberalization policy, giving permission to 
foreign nationals and companies for deep sea fishing, has af- 
fected the lively hood of local and traditional fisherman. The same 
happening on the coast of Karnataka, especially Karwar area has 
to be stopped immediately. 


2. Entry of multinationals and the IMF, World Bank condition- 
alities imposed, lead to privatisation of essential services which 
adversely affects the policy of reservation, which is meant for 
advancing the cause of the marginalised which is enshrined in 
the constitution. This inevitably affects the employment potentials 
of the less skilled and workers of the un- organised sector. 
Wherever the multi-nationals are coming, the State must impose 
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conditions that safe guard the employment potential, implemen- 
tation of reservation policies and other social responsibilities of 
corporate sector, becoming of a welfare state. 


3.The indebtedness to IMF and World Bank and by accepting 
their conditionalities, this country has lost its pride and sover- 
eignty. But the common masses are not responsible for this 
situation. Do not put the burden of debt on the poor and the 
marginalised. Explore ways and means of reducing the debt. 


4 There should not be any reduction in subsidies, and quan- 
tum of funds for welfare and social securities. 


5. Retain and strengthen the Public Distribution System 
(PDS), Primary Health Centres (PHC), rural primary schools and 
also increase their efficiency. 


6. Demand ‘fair trade’ instead of ‘free trade’ in the international 
market. Withdraw from GATT and Dunkel agreements and lobby 
for the same in the International Forums. Work towards activating 
UNCTAD of UN, instead of GATT. 


7. Mobilise the third world countries to lobby in the Interna- 
tional forum to explore the possibility of cancellation of debt from 
WB and IMF. Come out of the “false pride and pretensions of 
playing the gentleman’ in this context Don’t forget that most of 
the countries in the First world became rich and developed by 
colonisation of Third World countries and also from arms trade, 
perpetuating discord in the respective regions. 


8.The rich and the powerful, who are the direct and real 
beneficiaries of the new economic policies of the Government, 
should be made to pay more to the state exchequer by evolving 
appropriate taxation policies - make direct taxes more stringent. 
Simultaneously the tax burden on the poor and the marginalised 
should be reduced - Reduce indirect taxes on all essential 
commodities and control its prices. More essential articles have ° 
to be distributed through Ration Shops, which do not attract 
indirect taxes - Public Distribution System has to be open only to 
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low income groups. 


9. Processes should be initiated to make financial transac- 
tions of the Government and other financial institutions transpar- 
ent so that they could be accountable to citizens. Any 
transgression on this respect must invite legal remedies, that the 
guilty will be punished. 


10. Speed up the legal action on those who are found guilty 
of the notorious security scam. 


11. We demand publication of the reports of all judicial and 
other enquiries to the financial crimes, including allegations of 
corruption on political leaders and bureaucrats. 


12. Make World Bank and IMF directly accountable to UN 
General Assembly. 


CHAPTER Il 
AGRICULTURE 


1. The right of the farmers to retain the patent rights over the 
seeds has to be protected. 


2. The increasing tendency of conversion of large areas of 
cultivable land for cash crops and also converting land for mono- 
culture for the industries which is environmentally harmful and 
adversely affecting the food security, employment of agricultural 
labourers have to be stopped immediately. 


3. Introduce appropriate and reasonable subsidies for small 
and marginal farmers to carry on their agricultural operations: for 
agricultural implements, animals, seeds, irrigation and for or- 
ganic fertilisers etc. 


4. Fix reasonable and fair minimum prices for agricultural and 
food products. 


9. Encourage and promote organic and natural farming meth- 


7 


ods. The thrust of agricultural development should be on ensur- 
ing food security and making the agricultural operations ecologi- 
cally sustainable. 


CHAPTER Il 
INDUSTRY 


1. As a direct consequence of the new industrial policies, global- 
isation and liberalisation, the employment generation and secu- 
rity of working class are adversely affected. The policy should be 
adopting appropriate technologies and thereby SE El more 
employment potential. 


2,, Give. all protection to the traditional, cottage, and small 
scale industries, that cannot compete with multinationals and 
powerful corporate sector. 


3. Not to allow multinationals and large corporate sectors to 
mass produce and brand those essential products which could 
be manufactured locally, providing employment to local people. 


4. The laws governing industrial pollution control have to be 
made more stringent and implement effectively in order to reduce 
the environmental degradation. 


_ 5. The Karnataka Pollution Control Board should be provided 
with more powers and teeth and make it effective and efficient. 
Identify only those officials who have genuine concern for envi- 
ronment and development, for appointments in the Board. 


6. Take immediate action to stop the pollution of Thungab- 
hadra waters caused by Grasim Industries and the air pollution 
caused by the same industry in the area. 


7. Stop Kaiga Nuclear Project and all other mega projects 
which will bring in environmental hazards. Explore other viable 
alternatives which are existing. 


CHAPTER IV 
COMMUNALISM 


Unfortunately rabid communalism is raising its ugly head, poison- 
ing the minds of people and polluting the communal atmosphere. 
These forces have to be fought tooth and nail and thrown out lock 
stock and barrel and strengthen the genuine secular forces. 


1. It's necessary to reject parties and candidates who are 
communal and also those who attempt at homogenising cultures. 


2. Reject those who had played a role in brutalising policies, 
unleashing violence, spreading hatred among communities. 


3. The elected representative should make all efforts to re- 
solve the Hubli-ldgah issue and urge the Supreme Court to 
expedite matter at the earliest and give a judgment early. 


4. Choose those candidates and parties who will respect all 
languages, including languages of linguistic and religious minori- 
ties. 


5. All unauthorised constructions of places of worship on 
illegally encroached public lands have to be reclaimed and 
converted into public parks or play grounds. All places of wor- 
ships have to be constructed in legally purchased lands by that 
particular community. 


CHAPTER V 
A. HUMAN RIGHTS 


The state arming itself with extra-constitutional powers (which 
they bring in through ordinances, oral instructions and sometimes 
even by written Government orders) has reduced space for the 
civil society. This has a grave bearing on the state of human rights 
in the country. Forces of law and order have been de- humanised 
by the state. Custodial deaths, arbitrary arrests, harassment in 
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various ways have become the order of the day, 


1. Implement the recommendations of the National Police 
Commission whose main thrust is that the security forces are 
accountable for all their actions, which come under the purview 
of the law of the land. . 


2. Stop the politicisation and criminalisation of the police | 
forces. 


3. Repeal all repressive legislations which violate human 
rights like Terrorists and (Preventive) Disruptive Act (TADA) and 
the National Security Act (NSA) etc. 


4. Encounter deaths in Karnataka and arrests under TADA, 
alleging links with bomb blasts in Bombay and Madras have to 
be stopped. There should be judicial enquiries into the already 
existing such cases. Publish the report of these enquiries. 


9. To keep in accord with changing situations, certain colonial 
laws like Official Secrets Act and Indian Penal Code, the Prison 
Manual etc. have to be amended and brought up to date. 


6. The training programmes for the police and security forces 
have to be designed in such a way that they become aware of 
their role in relation to citizens, which should be more humane 
and socially accountable. | 


7. All professionals who are rendering services, have to be 
brought under the purview of consumer laws to protect consumer 
rights. 


8. Stop all human rights violations in the name of Veerappan 
hunt. Who are we trying to fool by making Veerappan invincible? 
We are convinced that Veerappan can be easily nabbed if there 
IS political will on the part of Government of Karnataka, Police 
and Forest Department. 


9. The morale of the police forces especially of those at the 
Constabulary level to be raised through improvement of their 
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working conditions, financial status, educational background etc. 
which will positively impact on their social responsibilities and 
help them resist pressures of corruption and other influences. 


10. The perpetrators of communal violence and riots have 
never been brought to book. Hence, they should be identified and 
allow law to take its course. Victims of violence have to be 
compensated and rehabilitated properly. 


B. HUMAN RIGHTS IN RELATION 
, TO COMMUNITIES 


The violation of human rights in the context of individual vs state, 
however important it may be, the violation of the rights of whole 
communities in the form of structural violence have to take 
precedence in the third world context. Hence the rights of the 
women, dalits, tribals, children, working class (organised and 
unorganised), the land less etc. assume greater significance. 


i) Dalits 


1. Even after so many years of independence the untoucha- 
bility which is the most inhuman form of oppression and discrimi- 
nation is prevalent largely in the rural parts of the country. The 
structural violence on dalits is perpetuated by the upper castes 
and agencies of the state. The state must display the political will 
to implement the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 (Untoucha- 
bility Offenses Act). 

2. The structural violence on dalits is perpetuated by the upper 
castes and agencies of the state should be stopped. 


3. The implementation of land reforms, which is more in word 
than deed, should be made meaningful and speedy, which will 
improve the economic empowerment of landless an 
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be inalienable and also give economic ass| fanice 108 forthe oes ) 


9. Inamdari’ (large areas of land gifted to certain families by 
the British rulers) lands especially in North Karnataka, running in 
to thousands of acres are leased out for commercial and indus- 
trial use. In contravention of the land reforms, these lands have 
to be re-claimed and distributed among dalits and other landless. 
The loop holes which permit such concentration in a few hands 
have to be removed by proper amendments. 


6. Common, forests, or waste lands encroached by landless 
dalits have to be regularised legally and issue “Pattas” for the 
same. The lands encroached by landed gentry have to be re- 
claimed and kept for common purposes or distribution among 
landless. | 


7. {In certain districts like Tumkur, Chickmagalur etc. large area 
of lands have been encroached by the rich and powerful non- 
natives and the same have to be re-claimed for distribution 
among landless natives. 


8. The reservations provided for education and jobs shall be 
retained and protected. The reservation should be extended to 
all dalits and tribals irrespective of the religions they profess. 
Reservation is to be given to other socially and economically 
backward classes and the same among the minorities to the 
extent of 50%. On no account shall this be extended to social and 
economically forward communities which has become a political 
gimmick for creating vote banks. The reservation shall not be 
made time bound but to continue till all these communities attain 
the same social status as of the forward communities. 


J. Reservation has to be made mandatory for the private 
corporate sector and other private institutions and all other public 
services. 


il) Children 


1. Children’s right to life is to be seen as their very inalienable 
right to child-hood itself. Child Labour is immoral on two counts. 
One is its very denial of child hood. Secondly it takes away the 
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labour meant for an adult. On no account a child below 16 years 
should do labour for a living or to support his/her parents or family. 


2. Stop the shameful practice of encouraging child labour to 
make the products for export cheaper in the international market. 
At the same time we oppose the hypocritical efforts of the First 
World to link the human rights, child labour and other social 
issues to curtail the world market of developing countries, since 
very little concern was expressed by these countries while they 
were colonising the countries of the Third World and also be- 
cause of the fact that these social issues dog the countries of the 
first world too. 


3. The following are the specific demands put forward by the 
“Campaign Against Child Labour - Karnataka” 


e To form a special commission during the next assembly 
(that in consultation) with NGOs, social activists and the 
children themseives, that will formulate and action plan top 
eradicate child labour in the next four year. 


e To modify the existing legislation to cover all loopholes in 
order to ensure that every child enjoys his/her rights, and 
to assist them in developing themselves to their maximum 
Capacities. 


e To create institutions and mechanisms for the proper and 
effective implementation of the legislation. 


e To create a flexible educational system which will allow 
working children to continue their education. 


e To integrate at the state level all the executive powers 
concerned for children. 


iii) Working Class, Right to Work, Employment 
Guarantee & Wages 
GATT and SAP make the Damoclean sword hang over the 
heads of the working class in this country. The situation is worse 
for those who are in the un-organised sector and those who are 
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unskilled. 


1. In the name of liberalisation and privatization, the efforts to 
dilute the trade union rights and the provisions of the Industrial 
Disputes Act and various other labour laws have to be immedi- 
ately stopped. 


2. A survey in 1993 conducted in the Magadi taluk of Banga- 
lore Rural District identified 348 bonded labourers of various 
nature. Though there’s a claim that the bonded labour stands 
abolished through an Act, this is one more instance of the lack 
of political will on the part of the Government whether it’s centre 
or the state. 


3. Though the right to work is not listed among the fundamen- 
tal rights, a decision of the Supreme Court of India delivered 
lately, lists down that the right to work is part of the inalienable 
right to life itself. Hence it’s a composite right where life and work 
become synonymous. The Employment Assurance Scheme 
must be made mandatory, particularly for the agricultural labour- 
ers in the rural areas. 


4. Enact the Employment Guarantee Scheme and implement 
the same with political will. : 


9. The minimum wages act which is applicable also to agri- 
cultural labour (landed or landless) along with equal wages to 
women as well, has to be implemented effectively. 


6. Form employment Assurance Committees at the Gram — 
panchayat level for effective implementation of the same. 


7. The scope of the Employment Assurance Scheme must be 
extended to both dry and wet land areas. 


8. Stop irrational conversion of cultivable land for industrial 
use, farm forestry and cash crops which adversely affect the 
employment available to agricultural labourers. 
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iv) Tribals 


The fundamental right to life of the tribals has to be defined in 
relation to their right to preserve cultural identity; right for access 
to forests and minor forest produce from which they are totally 
alienated due to the present day development policies. 


1. Stop all development projects which will displace tribals 
from their original habitat. Tribals are no way benefited from those 
projects. No rehabilitation policy is justified in terms of the loss of 
livelihood, alienation and the trauma of displacement. 


2. Since tribals are forced out of forests already in many areas, 
land is to be given to them with documents of rights. (Land for 
cultivation as well as housing). These lands have to be provided 
near to the forests from where they have easy access to minor 
forest produce. 


3. Remove all restriction on collection of Minor Forest Pro- 
duce. 


4. Effect Implementation of Ban on purchase of tribal lands by 
non-tribals. 


5. Provide drinking water facilities to all tribal settlements. 


6. Issue Tree Pattas to Tribals of Bangalore District as in other 
districts of Karnataka. 


7. Introduce fruit orchard scheme for the tribals of Bangalore 
District. 


8. Involve Tribal Mass organisations in the planning of the 
schemes for tribal development. 


9. Stop harassment by the officials of the Forest Department 
and withdraw all the false cases against tribals. 


10. Provide Bamboo, free of cost to tribals who are involved 
in Bamboo Basket making. 


11. Implement Joint Forest Planning & Management (JFPM) 
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programme in Tribal settlements. 


12. Provide basic amenities like approach roads, school, 
hostels, Primary Health Centres, electricity, etc. for tribal settle- 
ments. 


13. Formulate a State level Tribal Advisory Board consisting 
of Tribal Organisations/NGO representatives along with con- 
cerned Minister and Government officials. 


14. Introduce ITDP (Integrated Tribal Development Pro- 
gramme) in Bangalore district also which are already being 
implemented in other districts of Karnataka. 


15. Jobs in the Forest Department should be reserved for 
tribals who are the most committed communities to take care of 
nature and forests. 


v) Women 


1. Demand Implementation of the ‘Convention on the Elimi- 
nation of all forms of Discrimination Against Women’ (CEDAVV), 
which India also had signed. 


2. Programmes at the village level should include a strong 
component of women’s participation in all development activities 
and schemes. 


3. Compulsory primary education combined with vocational 
education and training for girls and women. 


4. Government should encourage and support mechanisms 
like creches etc for working women especially in the un-organ- 
ised sector. 


5. Government of Karnataka has already enacted a law for 
equal property ownership for women. This must be implemented 
with political will. 


6. Ensuring equal wages for women, especially in the unor- 
ganised sectors where there is the possibility of them being 
further marginalised, due to the Structural Adjustment Pro- 
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gramme. 


7. Stringent implementation of laws to protect women against 
violence, particularly within the family and the work place. Court 
procedures should be reformed in such a way that the dignity of 
the woman is protected during the examination of rape victims 
and victims of sexual abuse. 


8. Establish ‘All Women Police Stations’ even in the taluk 
headquarters exclusively to deal with all cases concerning the 
rights of women. | 


9. Special measurers must be designed and implemented for 
enabling and empowering women to participate in political proc- 
ess and decision making at every level. Specifically every party 
should commit to putting up 50% women candidates for elections 
at every level. 


10. Within Family Welfare Programme the focus should be on 
women’s health and not on family planning with women as 
targets. 


11. Women should not be made the targets of harmful repro- 
ductive technologies like Depoprovera, Nosplant, Vaccines etc 
for purpose of population control as this would only further 
weaken their health status. 


vi) Rights of the Disabled 


1. Medical Termination of Pregnancy: This act provides for 
termination of pregnancy if the fetus is found to be disabled. This 
deprives the right of disabled infants to be born. This act should 
be modified to give choice to the parents to terminate the preg- 
_ nancy or not. 


2. Childhood: Disabled children’s growth is stunted because 
they do not receive adequate stimulation during their childhood. 
Their emotional, intellectual and social under development is 
their life long problem. Measures should be introduced at the 
Panchayat level to ensure to enatle mothers to provide adequate 
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stimulation to disabled children as they do to non-disabled chil- 
dren. 


3. Immunisation: As much as ninety percent of disabilities 
can be prevented. Government should ensure that immunisation 
is done effectively. 


4. Education: Less than five percent of disabled population 
has had access to even primary education. Measures should be 
introduced to ensure the implementation of the integrated edu- 
cation policy. Each Mandal should have a team of special edu- 
cators for mental retardation, hearing impairment and visual 
impairment, an-Orthopaedic Workshop and a Resource Bank to 
make appropriate technology aids and appliances readily avail- 
able for all disabilities. Education of disabled children should also 
be made the responsibility of private schools. 


5. Employment: Instead of encouraging baskets, brushes 
and brooms as occupations for disabled people, measures 
should be introduced to integrate disabled pecPiee into occupa- 
tions of the community. 


6. Pension: The current pension scheme for disabled people 
should be modified to be given to those disabled people who are 
working. This will serve as an incentive to disabled people to 
work. The current scheme encourages unemployment. 


7. Right to Work: This is to form a fundamental right for all 
people including disabled people. 


8. Compensation: Those who meet with accidents while on 
work in rural areas and become disabled do not receive any 
compensation. Measures should be introduced to ensure that 
they are adequately compensated. 


9. Women: Measures should be introduced to ensure educa- 
tion, employment and safe guards from sexual abuse of disabled 
women. 


10. Representation: The Legislative Council should have a 
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representative to protect the interests of disabled people. 


11. Government: Instead of having one directorate for dis- 
abled people, they should have a cell in each department of 
Government for disabled people. A singe window policy should 
be adopted with the special directorate as the single window. 


12. Legislation: A comprehensive legislation on the rights of 
disabled people should be enacted in the legislation in consult- 
ation with those concerned with disability issues. This legislation 
should supersede all other legislations on disability. An Ombuds 
Body should be established to monitor all these. 


CHAPTER VI 
HEALTH 


1. State budget for health care must be increased. 


2. Primary health care centres should be fully operational at 
both urban and rural areas, with a special focus on wholistic 
health services, especially for women. 


3. Implement a Rational Drug Policy. Make all live-saving 
drugs available at a cheaper rate. Take stringent measurers to 
withdraw all banned drugs and medicines from the market. 


4. Bring doctors and other para-medical staff under the con- 
sumer laws to prevent negligence and unethical practices. 


©. Make 5 years of rural service compulsory as a pre-condition 
for admissions to Medical Colleges of all Systems of Medicine. 


6. Stop capitation fee-based Medical Colleges. Lakhs of ru- 
pees paid as capitation makes a doctor greedy for money leading 
to corruption, negligence and un-ethical practices. 


7. Allocate more funds for promotion of indigenous systems 
of medicines in the state budget. 
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CHAPTER VII 
EDUCATION 


1. Show the political will to make primary education compulsory 
and universal. 


2. Make the education system decentralised and bring teach- 
ers and school authorities directly accountable to Gramsabhas 
and Mandal Panchayats. 


3. More funds should be allocated for establishing schools in 
rural areas and improving the conditions of the existing rural 
schools. 


4. Encourage schools where the medium of instruction is 
vernacular such as Kannada, Urdu, Tamil etc. 


0. Introduce Legal Education, Human Rights, Constitution, 
Fundamental Rights and Duties, Secularism etc. in the syllabus 
of primary, middle and High School educations at the appropriate 
levels and standards. 


6. Withdraw ali the text books which indirectly instigate com- 
munal hatred, distortion of history and homogenisation of cul- 
tures. 


CHAPTER VIII 
ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY 


There's an increasing awareness of the fact that environment and 
ecology and the fundamental right to life are interrelated. Though 
the aesthetic aspect of nature and wild life is important, this 
cannot be at the cost of the lives of those who are sustained by 
nature and who have a symbiotic relationship with forests and 
other common property resources. Denying access to those 
groups and communities has resulted in alienation and impover- 
ishment of those sections. 
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1. The state must change its present policy of mega hydro- 
electric and irrigation projects, causing submergence and de- 
struction of large areas of tropical and green forests. The empha- 
sis must be on environmentally viable small projects and 
exploration of alternate sources of energy which our scientists 
have developed and proved feasibility. 


2. Re-claim, preserve and afforest the common lands in 
villages and grant accessibility to the same to the natives. 


3. Stop promotion of monoculture to cater to the needs of 
industries which has a direct adverse impact on bio-diversity, and 
reduction in employment potential of rural agri-labourers. 


4. Introduce joint management of common property resources 
like village forests, common lands, small irrigation tanks and 
other water resources etc. 


9. Continue and strengthen the already initiated Joint Forest 
Management (JFPM) system. 


6. Local people are denied access to the resources of forest. 
For instance, in Dandeli, Bamboo is sold to west coast mills at a 
throw away price of Rs.3/- per ton where as the local people have 
no access to the bamboo. Stop this kind of practices of discrimi- 
nation and provide forest produce to local artisans at a cheaper 
rate. 


7. Halt nuclear projects that destroy large acres of forest and 
also put peoples’ lives in the risk of exposure to radiation. 


8. The Forest and Natural Eco-Systems conservation bill 
_ (which is being contemplated by Ministry of Environment and 
Forest) represents one more attempt to alienate tribal and forest 
dwelling communities. This affect the very base of their livelihood 
and cultural ethos; disempower them and further marginalise 
them from the material basis of their survival. This Bill has to be 
rejected and an alternative plan is to be thought of. 


9. Ban all conimercial forestry in the 12% dense/closed forest 
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area (according to Forest Survey of India classification). 


10. Phase out all commercial forestry from other 7% forest 
cover (open forests, according to FSI classification) 


11. Stop all conversion of mixed forests and natural grass- 
lands into industrial plantations. 


12. Meet all industrial demands from farm forestry, with ap- 
propriate safeguards against undesirable conversion of prime 
food growing lands. 


13. No sawmills and other wood-based industries to be al- 
lowed in ecologically sensitive areas. 


14. Impose Biodiversity tax on forest-based industry and on 
commercial forest produce transactions. 


15. Encourage and promote re-cycling of paper and other 
‘wood based products. 


CHAPTER IX 
A. TOURISM 


1. The evolution of tourism in India from its early ‘Cultural tourism’ 
days to aggressive development today: special Tourism Areas, 
privatisation of tourism infrastructure, luxury hotels, proliferation 
of domestic airlines, open skies policy allowing charter flights to 
cater to ‘mass tourism’, golf resorts wooing upmarket Japanese 
and European tourists, multinational and multilateral interests in 
Indian tourism, opening up of hitherto ‘restless areas’ in the 
Northeast. 


2. Unresolved questions of land alienation in India, within the 
context of large-scale conversion and acquisition of revenue and 
agricultural land for hotels/gold courses/resorts etc is aggravated 
by present day tourism. 


3. The ecological implication of tourism in coastal areas (water 
sports), high mountain ranges (heli-skiing, winter sports) off- road 
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ad Himalayan car rallies sponsored by multinational companies, 
uncontrolled release of solid waste into the natural environment, 
inadequate enforcement of sewage treatment requirements by 
hostels and its effect on local health and drinking water sources 
has to be seriously considered. 


4. Present day tourism causes the destruction of flora and 
fauna in wildlife and so-called ecotourism, the relationship be- 
tween sanctuaries and adivasis, the unequal distribution of eco- 
nomic benefits. | 


9. The reality of ‘international understanding’ at the level of 
the petty trader, the hawker, the women and children who pros- 
titute themselves, and other informal sector ‘hangers-on’ of the 
tourist economy; | 


6. Drt.g-peddling, trade of women/children as commercial sex 
workers, ad their growing links with international tourism are the 
other ills to be tackled. 


7. Tourism development has taken place along with increased 
elitism, authoritarianism, militarism and various forms of the state 
repression in different parts of the world: all of these are threats 
to the culture, economy and empowerment of communities: 


8. Tourism development along with the globalisation process 
threatens the sovereignty of a nation (in a broadest definition of 
‘nation’): 

9. Tourism eulogises a certain consumptive and luxurious 
lifestyle which is unsustainable by any means: 


10. Tourism as a harbinger of goodwill amongst people is a 
false propaganda: 


11. Tourism promotes net outflow of capital to the global 
market economy, especially to the so-called developed nations: 


12. Tourism promotes net flow of capital to affluent sections 
internally 


Se SSShssssssesssstssstnrususnsseessnsnssene: 
23 


13. The tourism economy promotes the conversion of drugs 
to cash linked to the arms trade; and 


14. Tourism is based on the objectified view of the world where 
beaches, sanctuaries and so on are seen as objects of pleasure 
which negates the sanctity of the objects as well as of possible 
meaningful relationships between peoples and their environ- 
ments. 


B. TOURISM POLICY OF KARNATAKA 


The Tourism Policy of Karnataka came into implementation on 
May 30, 1992. It was formulated within the broad framework 
provided by the National Action Plan on Tourism, 1992. Essen- 
tially, the Karnataka Policy underscores the importance of pre- 
serving and maintaining the historical and natural centres of 
tourism attraction in the state. 


1. Tourism is understood as a harbinger of the flow of foreign 
exchange and economic growth. In pursuit of foreign exchange 
the policy overlooks the interests of the people. 


2. States and Union Territories are responsible for the devel- 
opment of tourism. Since natural resources and historical monu- 
ments are the ultimate sources for tourism, the policy initiatives 
in the tourism sector necessarily have to undertake the preser- 
vation and augmentation of these resources. However, the ulti- 
mate intention of the policy seem to have got lost in the 
ever-increasing emphasis placed on adventure and sports tour- 
ism. 


3. With regard to sports and adventure tourism the apparent 
developmental overtones in the policy hide the pasonial dangers 
to nature and society at large. 


4. Golf - the game of the rich, exemplifies how scarce capital, 
scare land and cheap labour can be misdirected by wrong 
priorities. The policy fails to take recognition of the fact that it 
would create health hazards, bring in water scarcity and land 
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degradation to the local population. 


5. The policy envisages a master plan of Rs.157.18 cores for 
creating basic tourism infrastructure. Rs.70.03 cores from the 
private sector would be invested for the construction of tourist 
accommodation and Rs.87.15 cores from the state and the 
center for the master plan. The master plan aims at establishing 
luxury and star hotels in centres of tourist importance. Hotels will 
be in the private sector with minimum regulations and the Depart- 
ment of Tourism does not have the necessary mandate to 
promulgate restrictive regulations. 


6. A major draw back in the policy is the negligence of 
historical places like Bijapur, Bagalkot, Bidar, Chitradurga and 
Hampi. 


7. Take the example of Hampi - it is visited not only for the 
antiques of the Vijayanagar empire but also for purchasing drugs, 
especially opium, charas and ganja. It is acommon site near the 
holy places to see semi-clad foreigners hugging and kissing each 
other. Besides polluting the austere atmosphere they are a threat 
to our ethical standards. Tourism business at Hampi sustains 
itself only though the sale of liquor, drugs and aphrodisiacs. Drug 
trafficking, bootlegging, theft and robbery are going on unabated. 
Local people are often turned away from the restaurants while 
the foreigners enjoy the sumptuous meal. 


8. The recent Dassera celebrations at Mysore was quite 
different with the Tourism Department contending itself with only 
a token procession due to bad monsoons and the outbreak of 
plague. Rs.65.00 lakhs was sanctioned for the celebrations 
before the calamities cropped up. There was public demand from 
the intellectuals, means of letter and other concerned citizens to 
cancel the celebrations because of the fear of plague, but the 
government was adamant, simply because the allocated money 
had already been spent and was unaccountable. Thus the 
Mysore Dassera proved to be a big money making exercise that 
be. 
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CHAPTER X 


DEMOCRATIC VALUES, DECENTRALISATION, 
PLANNING FROM THE BOTTOM UP 


The Indian constitution declares this country as sovereign, so- 
cialist and secular democracy. There is a need to initiate meas- 
ures to strengthen this polity. The objective has to make it a 
participatory democracy at all levels. The present day democracy 
has no relevance to the poor and the marginalised who are seen 
as only passive potential voters, who can be persuaded by 
popular false slogans, money and muscle power. Hence, there 
Is a need to make democracy truly meaningful and functional. 


1. The centre and the states very often had elected Govern- 
ments on a minority (minority is meant as the. situation wherein 
the candidate is declared elected without having secured 50% of 
the total number of votes in a constituency) vote. Those Govern- 
ments never had true mandate of the majority of the people. We 
demand proper amendments in the Representation of People 
Act, wherein, if an elected candidate had won with a minority vote, 
re-election has to be conducted. The ballot paper should have a 
separate column to denote disapproval of all candidates by a 
voter. 


2. Voters of a constituency should have the “Right to Recall” 
their legislator, if they feel so, by a referendum anytime during 
his/her tenure. Once elected, don’t give arbitrary powers to a 
peoples representative. 


3. Strict implementation of the People’s Representatives Act 
to rule out any violation of the Articles of the constitution. 


4. Federalism as envisaged in the Indian constitution has 
been more on paper than in reality. Many items concerning the 
States in the concurrent list must be transferred to the state list; 
thus giving more autonomy to the states and decentralising the 
power. 
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9. Though defence matters are solely the responsibility of the 
centre there must be a provision to make all defence expenditure 
accountable to the states, since it has a direct bearing on the 
development and welfare of the people. 


6. Show the political will to truly empower the Panchayat Raj 
system, making the Gramsabha its nucleus. The powers vested 
in the bureaucrats must be transferred to the elected bodies of 
the panchayat - bring in suitable amendments to that effect. 


7. Reservation for women has to be made 50% right from 
Panchayat bodies to State and Central Legislatures. 


8. Mere provision of reservation for SC & ST is not sufficient 
and does not truly empower them. However, where communities 
of SC & St is more than 25% of the total population of the village, 
they should be entitled to constitute their own gramsabha. 


9. Management and control of all common property resources 
including village forests, common lands, irrigation tanks etc. 
should be compietely entrusted with gramsabhas. 


10. All the planning and implementation of development pro- 
jects should be done with the participation and approval of the 
local communities. 


11. The state should never be vested with powers that could 
be used arbitrarily to acquire land and property which go against 
the interest of the local people and displace them from their 
habitation, which always happens in the instances of acquisition 
of land for industries, hydro-electric projects, commercial agricul- 
- ture etc. 


12. Do not permit the foreign print media to operate in our 
country, which will worsen the havoc created already by the 
foreign electronic media in terms of deterioration of values, 
spread of consumerism and all other ills of globalisation. The 
foreign media will bring in undesirable influences on various 
national interests, further diluting the sovereignty of the country. 
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CHAPTER XI 


ROLE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
_DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATIONS AND 
SOCIAL ACTION GROUPS. 


There is an increasing tendency of viewing NGOs as contractors 
for implementing schemes and programmes, wherever the Gov- 
ernment machinery fails. This leads to a negative process by 
which the Government is shying away from its responsibilities 
while co- opting NGO’s to the establishment. 


Provide all opportunities to NGOs and Social Action Groups 
to play their “Critical and corrective role” in the society rather than 
co-opting them. Appropriately amend all the repressive rules and 
regulations in FCRA, Income Tax Act, Societies Registration and 
Trust Acts, which are frequently used to threaten and pressurise 
NGOs which do not conform to the policies of Government, by 
applying unilateral and exparte decisions to stamp them as 
anti-nationals. 


CHAPTER XI 
APPEAL 


This exercise is meant to provide scope for discussion and > 
debate. There is also scope to chop and change where ever it is 
necessary. The sole objective is to initiate a healthy debate on 
the concept and practise of democracy, beginning with the Indian 
Constitution and ending with elections. This exercise has not only 
relevance in the context of the coming elections but also in the 
context of elections to come from the Lok Sabha to the 
Gramsabha. 


We appeal to the citizens to bear in mind the following 
concerns while exercising their right to vote: Secularism, Human 
Rights, Gender Justice, Rights of Dalits and Tribals and other 
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) issues as mentioned in this document, so that the democratic 
— polity could be restored. 
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